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WHO ATTENDED:
WHERE: . o s .

“NUMBER IN *ATTENDANCE :
“RESPONSIBILITY:

National

TASK FORCE ON TV VIO

Senator Kent Conrad (ND)
Reed Hundt,

Federal Communications Commission Chair
Thursday, January 30, 1997

Harriet Steenson

Louella Marlin

Senate Room C-4, Capitol Building,
Washington, D.C.

25-30 '

Represent National FCE, gather
information, plan Coalition action
regarding the request for a hearing
on the television rating system

Representatives from the following national groups attended:

Association for the Bducation of Young Children

Future Wave

National
Nacionsal
American
National
American
National

Sheriffs Association

Medical Association

Medical Association Alliance

Assoc. of Elementary School Principals

Psychiatric Assaciation
PTA

Advocates for Childrean and Youth

National
National
American
National
American

National
// National

American
National
National
Nacional

United Church of

Foundation to Improve Television

Association os Secondary School Principals
Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry
Coalition on Television Violence

Academy of Pediatrics

Association for Family & Community Education
Child Care Association

Nurses Association

Alliance for Non-violent Programming
Association of School Psychologists
Education Association

Christ

A\sada

Center for Media Education

Children'

American
KIDSNET

8 Defense Fund
Pasychological Association

United States Catholic Conference

Children'

8 Television Workshop

Recreational Software Advisory Council

Canadian

Embassy

SENATOR KENT CONRAD (ND) reiterated the initial goals of the Coalition:
a)) Call for a White House Conference on Television Violenc
(D) Call for the V Chip technology to be used in television
(¢) Call for 3 hours per week of educational children;s
television programming /
Call for a television rating systemNO-ofCOPiesrec'd
List ARCE
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HOWEVER Coalition

_?
—>

A SECOND AND EQUALLY PRESSING ISSUE: IN APRIL,

CITIZENS TASK FORCE ON TV VIOLENCE, page ZMETF‘LECOPYQHIG]NAL

SENATOR CONRAD noted the initial goals had been reached with
a) the White House Conference held last spring, &

b) the V Chip technology to be mandated in 1998, &~

¢) the 3-hour rule instituted in August and &

d) the television rating system implemented last month.e"

members and Sevnators Ceonrad and Lieberman agree
with the 80% of parents surveyed who want a ~-BAS BALING

SYSTE;, rather than the recently implementga g%e-based rating sSystem
or television programs.

THE CITIZENS TASK, FORCE ON TV VIOLENCE and
Lieberman continue to lobby for the S, (Sex) V, (Vielence ) and
L (Language) rating system to be used by the television indusctry.
Senator Conrad's view was to increase the viewer's informaction
by using the Recreational Software Advisory Council's system of

adding a number after each letter to indicate level of Sex, Violence
and Language, e.g. V-1,2,3, or 4.

SENATE HEARINGS (sponsored 'by Senators McCa&n-AZ and Burns-MT)
on the television rating system will be held FEBRUARY 26.

THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION HEARINGS will be held
ONLY IF there are enough public requests asking for a hearing.
FCC CHAIR REED HUNDT stated that there is not a majority vote within
the FCC to Hold a public hearing at this time.

later

TV licensing for
digital TV (which, according to Reed Hundt, will revolutionize
the industry in &4 years) will begin. Reed Hundt does not have

a majority vote within the FCC to retain a percentage of the
airwaves for public use.

Senators Conrad and



RECEIVE D
March 10, 1997 APR 2 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners i

¢/o Federal Communications Commission Federa cmnmﬂt Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222 : of Secrstary
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Denton Avenue PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 19, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information sotthat parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World
Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret
what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen
and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

RE:CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

The FCC, by law, is required to demonstrate whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 1 do not believe this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the
following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for special depiction and
nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

ﬂm
Anﬁ--{/ﬁt Flor:

Sincerely,

[{'mﬂc (o

List ABCLE
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~~"  Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners RECE) VED
¢/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222 APR 9 1997
Washington, DC 20554 Federy; Commurg

IGationg
Off 0Mmisg;
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners: i“ of§ Secratayy o

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Skillin Elementary School PTA in
South Portland, ME to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating systems presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating
symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents
can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating
system that gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by
the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report and Media Studies Center/Roper.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents
want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.

Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals
that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this
system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we
request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information
about programs such as V(for violence), S(for sexual depiction and nudity), and L(for
language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system,;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

*That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determined if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely,

v %a/w?/u esiden -

SKi/liei Schoa LT
So A ;9/470’\

N G U Ao
T oAty RS

TiNewotCopiesmacid
" List ABCDE i
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RECEIVED

Chai rman Reed Hund L and FOC Comai ssioners APR 2 m’
¢/o Federal Communications Comn:iission Fedeny Commyn

X Ktions Commiesi
17°7 M Street N.W., Room 222 Offion of Becretary fesion

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners: m@ﬁmw

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FOC 97- 34

1 vawriting on behalf of the National PTA and the West " irginia PTA to voice my

opposition to the v-chip rating <ystem as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the

TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. 7he rating symbol on the
TV screen does not provide sufi-cient content informa :ion so that parents can

meke decisions about what is a.gropriate TV programming for their children.

Mijor surveys released this fal: +hichdemonstrate overvihelming parent preference

fcr arating system that gives parents information abou the content of programs
weire conducted by the National FTA, U.S. News and World keport, and Media Studies
‘(I:Qter/Roper. Parents do not wat the TV industry to interpret what is best for

theie children., Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
nercrmation about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions

or the sereen and publicized inperiodicals that carry TV schedul ing is useless.

Th. FCC, by law, is required to :»>termine whether the industry’'s rating system
has met statutory requirements ?{ the Telecommunicatioas Act of 1996. 1 do not
believe this systemdoes so and ..k that the FCC not approve the industry rating

sy~tem. Instead, | request the 7following:

* That under no circumstance s should the FCC approv. the industry's rating
system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not

include content informaticnabout programs such as V(for violence), S(for

A W —

No. of Copies rec’d ,________h_

sexual depiction and nudity) and L{for language); List ARGHE




*

* that the PCC require a vV ochip band broad enough that would al Jow pareit

toy receive more than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made layrger, more prominenily
placed on the screen, and «ppear more frequently Jduring the course of a

prograim,

*Thal the rating board be irdependent of the industry and the FCC and that

it include parents; and

*That any raling syslem approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent

research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

™Mark you for this opportunity to commenti on an issue so important to children

atel families.

Sincerely, f?w y/ﬂ;}%
KD, Bex w76
Ve (Cuerds 6%/4&»0( LA K
2460%7



Sra. Elba Ruiz
Presidenta

Sra. Carmen Almodévar
Presidenta Electa

Sra. Maribel Rivera
Vice-Presidenta Programa

Sra. Aida L. Vézquez
Vice-Presidenta
Politica Piblica

Sra. Luz D. Rivera
Secretaria

Sra. Monserrate Herndndez
Tesorera

Sra. Isabel Herndndez
Relacionista Piblica

Dra. Gloria Torres
Directora Auxiliar a/c
Programa Economia del Hogar

Sra. Paz N. Varela Berrios
Supervisora Regional
San Juan

| Asesorado por ol Servitio de Extensién Agricols, la Universidad de Puerto Rico sn

0$97-65

Concilio para la Educacion de la Familia
y la Comunidad de Puerto Rico, Inc.

February 13, 1997

I¥XET FILE COPY ORIGNAL RECEIVED
AR 21997,

Federal Communications Commission
The Honorable Rachelle Chong Office of Secratary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

We are writing to urge the Federal
Commission to hold a public hearing
review of the television industry's

The National Association for Family
Education and its affiliate, Puerto

Communications
as part of its
ratings system.

& Community
Rico State

Association, are grass-roots organizations which

have been actively involved in family issues for the
past 60 years. We are concerned that the family issue
of the recently implemented television rating system
does not address the need of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based
television ratings system deserve a public hearing.
We urge you to hold sucha hearing soon on this issue
which is so important to families in America today.

Si rely,

///m
Aida L. Vézquez
Country Club
207 st. GW 19

Carolina, Puerto Rico 00982

(enclosed signatures pP. R. FCE members)

[

No. of Copies rec'd
List ABCD&=

peracién con el Depar de Agricuitura de los E.EU.U.



PUERTO RICO FCE MEMBERS

(Country Club - Carolina, P.

R.)
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March 7, 1997
R,
Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners ECEIVED
c/o Federal Communications Commission APy
1919 M Street N. W., Rm. 222 iy |
Washington, DC 20554 Oftieg "8ty
’ Sty "l
n

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and myself as a concemed parent to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group , on January 17, 1977. The rating symbol
on the screen does not provide enough information so that as a parent I can make
decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for my children. As a parent,
I believe it is my right to interpret what is best for my children not the TV industry.

I feel that I can best make that decision based on content information of the program
rather than the age system currently being used. Any rating system without content

descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is
useless. '

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has
met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe
this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system.
Instead, I ask the following be approved:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating
system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
content information about programs such as V{(for violence), S(for sexual
depiction and nudity) and L(for language),

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed
on the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

No. of Copies rec'd /
List ARCIE

————e o e e




*+ That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC , and that it
include parents;

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent
research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Sincerely,

Dosae Lo

Debbie L. Hansen
Newton, IA 50208

No. of
it AR%ODIes rec’ d“_l,__

————e it o
e

,‘%“\‘-_‘s-——
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RECEIVED

March 11, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners APR 2 1997.
c/o Federal Communications Commission ‘
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222 Federa) Gammunications Commission
Washington, DC 20554 Office of

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners: NGKET H\_E OOPY OR\GM

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55,FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the White Knoll
Elementary PTA to voice our opposition to the v-chip rating system

as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation
Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does
not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make
decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children.
Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conductedby the National PTA, US News
and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not
want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content

descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's
rating system has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunica-
tions Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we
request the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's
rating system. Further the FCC should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such

as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and
L (for language):

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would
allow parents to receive more than one rating system:

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, and appear more frequently
during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC
and that it include parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by

independent research to determine if it meets the needs of | ,

parents. No. of Copies rec'd
List ABCDE




Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so imﬁortant
to children and families.

Sincerely,

~.
Nancg M. Lgndy
PTA President

White Knoll Elementary/Schoo
132 white Knoll Way
West Columbia, SC 29170

attached: support from the families of the White Knoll PTA
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